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sents a single article with an in-depth view 
on the past, present and future of a field of 
geochemistry, seen through the eyes of highly 
respected members of our community. The 
articles combine research and history of the 
field’s development and the scientist’s opinions 
about future directions. We welcome personal 
glimpses into the author’s scientific life, how 
ideas were generated and pitfalls along the way. 
Perspectives articles are intended to appeal to 
the entire geochemical community, not only to 
experts. They are not reviews or monographs; 
they go beyond the current state of the art, 
providing opinions about future directions and 
impact in the field.
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New tunnel at El Teniente, Chile, in operation for 
over a century and now the largest underground 
Cu mine. This development will add 50 years 
of mine life and 17 Mt of Cu metal from ~2 km 
depth using panel caving, a new style of mass 
underground mining. This development illustrates 
a “light at the end of the tunnel” for supply of a 
large fraction of the world’s minerals, as mining 
shifts underground and reduces its surface 
footprint.
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